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THIRD PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Applicants and the undersigned extend their gratitude to Examiner Lacourciere for taking the 
time to meet with the undersigned and Dr. Greg Hannon on June 17, 2003, and for her helpful 
comments and suggestions. Pursuant to that conversation, please enter the following remarks and 
amend the claims of the above-identified application as follows: 


In the Claims 


A marked-up version of the claims showing the changes made to the claims follows the remarks 
section of this response. 


(amended) A method for attenuating expression of a target gene in mammalian cells, 
comprising introducing into the mammalian cells a single-stranded hairpin ribonucleic acid 
(RNA) comprising self complementary sequences of 19 to 100 nucleotides that form a duplex 
region, which self complementary sequences hybridize under intracellular conditions to a target 
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